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MISSION: The mission of the Friends Of Newtown Seniors Inc (FONS) is to 

provide advocacy and services to Newtown seniors (those 55+ who reside in 
Newtown). This will be accomplished in two ways: through new initiatives      
conceived and developed by its Board of Directors and by partnering with 
various non-profit, for-profit, governmental, political, and religious      

organizations serving the Newtown senior population.  Officers

John S. Boccuzzi, President 

Vacant, Vice President   

Annmarie Durkin, Secretary 

Ellen Whalen, Treasurer  

P.O.Box 413, Newtown, CT 06470 

Email: info@friendsofnewtownseniors.org  
Website: www.friendsofnewtownseniors.org 
 Facebook.com/friendsofnewtownseniors 

Board of Directors 
LaVerne Blackwell 

Barbara Bloom 

Vicki Boccuzzi 

Janice Garten 

Patricia Hirsch 

Frank Monette 

Charlotte Pavlides 

Beverly Bennett Schaedler 

Barbara Selvaggi 

Ned Simpson       

Maryann Zacchea 

Affiliate Board Members  
Tracy Brady, Founding Member 

Anna Marie DeMattei, Honorary Member 

Deirdre Dolan Nesline, Liaison to Senior 
Service Professionals 

Emily Slattery, Constant Contact 
Administrator 

Curt Symes, Founding Member 

Rose West, Founding Member 

Chore Services: 203-430-0633

Email: fonschoreservices@gmail.com   

Coordinator: Beverly Bennett Schaedler 

Membership is free and open to any senior in      
Newtown. We also encourage participation by      
individuals of any age who are interested in      
advancing the interests of seniors in the community, 
through volunteerism, financial support, or      
contributions as a resource specialist.      
Sign up for our email list at our web site: 

www.friendsofnewtownseniors.org 

“There is a fountain of youth: it is your mind, your talents, the       

creativity you bring to your life and the lives of the people you love. 

When you learn to tap this source, you will truly have defeated age.”  

~Sophia Loren~ 
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President’s Message 
On May 10, 2016, an idea was born that would evolve very quickly into an organization called Friends Of Newtown Seniors Inc 
(FONS). Over the past six years, I have had the honor of leading this organization as it grew from an idea into a force for change. 
It is my hope that the organization will continue to serve seniors and advocate for important issues that affect the lives of all 
Newtown citizens. As an organization, we try to reach out to local leaders, businesses, other non-profits, religious, and service 
organizations to foster a cooperative spirit toward the goal of building an age-friendly livable community. The recent acceptance 
of our long-range plan for livability, by the Newtown Board of Selectmen and posting of that plan with the AARP Network of      
Livable Communities, was a milestone in our ongoing story. Much has been accomplished; some of it was done as a normal      
outgrowth of what town government and the many groups in Newtown were already doing, but more needs to be done. Our 
work continues, encourages, and at times, pushes forward initiatives that make a difference in the lives of Newtown residents, 
in particular Newtown’s senior population. Please join us in our efforts.  

FONS Goals 2023 
Goal 1   Increase community awareness of FONS by developing and implementing a targeted communication/outreach plan to

    identify potential members as well as specific senior populations. 

. Begin personal contact with newly eligible members 

. Hold annual members’ meeting 

. Continue building Constant Contact email list 

. Collaborate with other community organizations to identify specific areas of need for the senior population 

Goal 2   Identify and designate financial resources for new and existing senior programs in the form of grants, donations , and

   fundraising efforts. 

. Pursue grant funds in support of Chore Services, transportation, and other services benefiting seniors

. Develop fundraising strategies to support expanded programs 

. Create, implement, and fund new senior programs 

Goal 3   Build FONS into a leading user of the Galaxy Digital Software to promote FONS projects and events and allow registration

    of volunteers for them. 

Goal 4   Work as an advocacy group for Newtown seniors.

. Promote housing options for seniors in Newtown 

. Work to implement the Livable Community Plan 

. Work to implement the AARP HomeFit Program into Chore Services 

. Plan support for telehealth services 

. Provide tactical and strategic assistance to local government offices on issues of importance to seniors 

Goal 5   Work in cooperation with Newtown Human Services (NHS), the Commission on Aging (COA) and the

    Newtown Senior Center (NSC) to support senior services and programs. 

. Work with NHS to identify needed services or programs for seniors 

. Work with the NSC and COA in support of their planned programs for seniors 

. Host FONS events for seniors and support events planned by other senior groups and community organizations 

Goal 6   Continue development and implementation of committee structure and implement a succession plan 
    to ensure continuity of operations. 

. Fill leadership positions 

. Attract and cultivate more active volunteers within the organization
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FONS Achievements 2022 

Increase Communication:  

For 2022, FONS set a goal of having 100 active participants in activities and committees. The first step in reaching 
that goal was to increase the number of email subscribers to the FONS weekly e-newsletter, Constant Contact. 
FONS raised the number of our email subscribers to 750 in 2022. As a second step, FONS launched an advertising                  
campaign focused on FONS and the services it provides, spread over two months in the Newtown Bee. In addition, 
monthly senior social events were held at local restaurants that enjoyed active participation, including many new 
participants. The Events Committee began with a Meet and Mingle Event and an Oktoberfest at the NewSylum 
Brewing Company with many new faces. FONS also sponsored a well-attended performance at the Newtown Little 
Theatre, as well as booths at the Newtown Lions Great Pootatuck Duck Race and at the Newtown Arts Festival. 

Improve and Expand Services to Seniors:   

FONS augmented the Chore Services budget with grant funding from NextFifty. In 2022, Chore Services responded 
to 125 requests from Newtown seniors for help in home repairs, shopping, and transportation. For Senior Earth 
Day, Chore Services provided help with yard work for eight senior properties. In addition, FONS attended the AARP’s 
HomeFit presentation and began follow-up with the Builder’s Association. In an effort to raise awareness of senior 
health issues, FONS joined Nuvance Health’s community health initiative, made plans to study New Canaan’s pilot 
health programs, and participated in focus group discussions of equity in healthcare sponsored by Nuvance Health. 

Advocacy and Action:   

FONS improved its website and the format for its email outreach, Constant Contact, in 2022. Partnering with                
Newtown Savings Bank, FONS hosted a paper shredding event as a fundraiser. Other fundraisers in 2022 included                  
a 50/50 raffle at the Oktoberfest at NewSylum Brewing Company, as well as the sale of locally produced Kettle Corn. 
FONS also co-sponsored the Jingle Bell Ride and Second Company Governor’s Horse Guard benefit for the                       
Newtown FAITH Food Pantry. FONS provided holiday gifts to seniors in need and ongoing contact for seniors                
who are housebound or ill. FONS coordinated with Newtown Human Services staff and the Board of Selectmen in             
completing and submitting Newtown’s Livable Community Plan to AARP; it was subsequently approved. 

Work with Senior Services and Commission on Aging (COA) on Senior Programs: 

FONS provided financial and personnel support for the Senior Center Thanksgiving and Holiday luncheons, and        
arranged for musical entertainment for the Holiday luncheon by the Harmony on the Sound Chorus.  FONS also    
provided financial support for a number of other programs at the Senior Center. The FONS Board has invited the         
Director of Human Services to attend its monthly meetings to facilitate cooperation and avoid duplicating or                   
conflicting projects. FONS also cooperated with the COA in developing the Livable Community Grant application.               
In addition, FONS was successful in obtaining four grants in 2022: NextFifty, WCAAA Title III Chore Services,                                            
WCAAA Title III Transportation, and CT Humanities Grant. 

Develop a Committee Structure:    

In 2022, FONS created a more focused committee structure with the addition of the following committees to those 
currently in existence: Events Planning, Outreach, Constant Contact, and HomeFit. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
FONS is a 501(c)3 charitable organization. Tax exempt status was 
granted to FONS on September 16, 2016. Funding for our ongoing 
and new program initiatives is generated by donations from                  
members of the community, businesses, foundations, general                                  
fundraising, and grants.  
 
During the grant/fiscal year FONS was awarded four new grants  
totaling $20,600. The Western Connecticut Area Agency on Aging 
(WCAAA) partially funded our Chore Services and completely           
funded transportation programs; CT Humanities funded a new             
program featuring local authors; and, a Next Fifty Initiative grant 
enabled FONS to provide flexible support to Newtown Seniors. We                        
appreciate our funding partners. 
 
Thank you to our all-volunteer Board of Directors and the many    
supporters whose generosity has helped to advance our mission. 
We look forward to a successful year ahead finding new ways to 
partner with, and serve Newtown Seniors. 

 . Marjorie Aitchison 

 . Jo Anderson  

 . LaVerne and Calvin Blackwell 

 . John and Vicki Boccuzzi 

 . W.D.Brooks 

 . Patricia Burton and Gregory Levan 

 . Florence Butanowicz 

 . Serge and Dorothy Champagne 

 . Natalie DeFrancisci 

 . Elizabeth and Thomas Eaton 

 . Linda Feeley 

 . Janice Garten 

 . Michael and Valerie Giarratano 

 . Patricia Hirsch 

 . Dr. Anita Holtz and David Dickinson 

 . Katherine And Matthew Isles 

 . Jeniam Foundation 

 . Ellen Klaus 

 . John and Karen Martin 

 . Frank and Yvonne Monette 

 . Marianne Muskus 

 . Louis Picchione 

 . Ned and Katherine Simpson 

 . Curt Symes—CS Consulting & Services LLC 

 . Ellen Whalen  

 . Maryann Zacchea 

 

Thank you to those listed above, as well as those who                             
have donated to FONS and wish to remain anonymous. 

Special Thanks to our Local Partners & Sponsors    
                                         
. C.H.Booth Library 
. Jeniam Foundation 
. Maplewood of Newtown 
. Newtown Commission on Aging 
. Newtown Community Center 
. Newtown Human Services Department 
. Newtown Parks and Recreation 
. Newtown Savings Bank 
. Newtown Senior Center    
. Newtown Youth and Family Services 
. Old Glory Days Adult Day Care 
. Second Company Governor’s Horse Guard 
. The Newtown Bee 

 
Many thanks to all those who give so generously of their time                               

to make things happen for Newtown. 
 

Contributors & Supporters  

Ongoing Activities  

Social gatherings monthly at local restaurants  

Livable Community Plan implementation  

Update of Livable Community Plan  

Chore Services Program 

Development of a transportation plan 
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